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INTEREST 

LONDON FOR AMB/EX, SOFIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

1 . VERNON GUIDRY JR. OF WASHINGTON STAR REPORTED THAT 
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PRESIDENT CARTER HAS REJECTED REQUEST FROM SHAH OF IRAN FOR 
WEAPONS CARRYING SOME OF MOST SOPHISTICATED ELECTRONIC 
WARFARE GEAR IN U.S. ARSENAL. GUIDRY REPORTED THAT U.S. 

OFFICIALS SAID CARTER ACTED LAST WEEK ON PROPOSED SALE OF 
F-4 FIGHTERS WITH "BLACK BOX" ELECTRONICS REQUESTED BY 
SHAH. "ONE KNOWLEDGEABLE U.S. OFFICIAL, PERHAPS TRYING TO 
PUT BEST FACE ON SITUATION, SAID DECISION WASN'T SO MUCH 
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REJECTION AS COUNTEROFFER,” GUIDRY REPORTED. "U.S. HAS 
RECONFIRMED ITS OFFER OF 31 F-4S THAT LACK SOPHISTICATION OF 
PLANES IRAN REQUESTED.... ANOTHER OFFICIAL EQUALLY IN POSI- 
TION TO BE FAMILIAR WITH DECISION SAID DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
WHAT IRAN WANTED AND WHAT IT WAS OFFERED WAS SUFFICIENT TO 
MAKE DECISION 'MAJOR TURNDOWN.'” IN U.S. INVENTORY, AIR- 
CRAFT SHAH WANTED, CALLED WILD WEASEL, IS DESIGNED TO FOIL 
AND ATTACK OPPOSING AIR DEFENSE RADAR SYSTEMS. 

2. DON OBERDORFER OF WASHINGTON POST SAID PRESIDENT CARTER 

HELD LENGTHY MEETINGS WITH SENIOR ADVISERS YESTERDAY 
"AMID INDICATIONS THAT HE WILL VETO 36 BILLION DOLLAR 
WEAPONS PROCUREMENT BILL." CARTER HAS UNTIL MIDNIGHT 
AUG. 17 TO SIGN BILL, VETO IT OR ALLOW IT TO BECOME LAW 
WITHOUT HIS SIGNATURE. "AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL CLOSE 
TO SITUATION SAID LAST NIGHT THAT CARTER HAS MADE FIRM 
DECISION' TO REJECT MASSIVE MILITARY BILL, WHICH WOULD BE 
AN ACTION WITH LITTLE OR NO PRECEDENT IN RECENT TIMES," 
OBERDORFER REPORTED. HE SAID MAIN ITEM OF DISPUTE IS 
GIANT, NUCLEAR-POWERED AIRCRAFT CARRIER, COSTING TWO 
BILLION DOLLARS, WHICH WAS ADDED BY CONGRESS AFTER AN AC- 
TIVE LOBBYING CAMPAIGN BY NUCLEAR SEAPOWER ADVOCATES, 
INCLUDING SOME UNIFORMED OFFICERS OF NAVY. POST REPORTER 
QUOTED INFORMED OFFICIAL AS SAYING THERE IS "VERY STRONG 
SENTIMENT" IN WHITE HOUSE FOR REJECTING BILL, BUT ALSO 
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"GREAT CONCERN ABOUT POLITICAL COSTS." VANCE 
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